BROCHURE

Welcome

Bumblebee Montessori aims to provide the best care and education for children aged
2½ to 5 years.
The first few years of a child’s life will have a great influence on their mind and personality.
They have a natural desire to grow, to know and to understand the world around them.
Children learn to their highest potential when involved in meaningful and interesting
activities, hence the importance of placing them in the right environment to encourage
this process.
At Bumblebee Montessori we believe in the individuality and uniqueness of every child,
and therefore strive to create an environment that stimulates and prepares them for life.
An environment that is full of happy, sensitive and loving teachers allows each child to
grow in trust and confidence and to become an individual who cares about others and
the world in which we live in.
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The Montessori Curriculum
The Montessori philosophy is founded upon the child’s natural curiosity and love
of learning with all the materials required for learning within his/her reach and easily
accessible. Montessori emphasises learning through all five senses, not just through
listening, watching, or reading. Children in Montessori classes learn at their own individual
pace and according to their own choice of activities from hundreds of possibilities.
Learning is an exciting process of discovery, leading to concentration, motivation, selfdiscipline and a love of learning.
The open plan room is designed to allow children the freedom to work independently or
within a small group. They are offered a wide range of activities designed for individual
development and social integration through the use of Montessori materials.
At Bumblebee Montessori we allow the children to develop a meaningful degree of
independence and self discipline. Montessori sets a lifetime of good work habits and a
sense of responsibility. Children are taught to take pride in doing tasks for themselves
carefully and well. The Montessori child is free to move about, work alone or with others
at will. They may select any equipment and work with it as long as they wish, so long as
they do not disturb anyone or damage anything. They are also encouraged to put it back
where it belongs when they are finished.
At Bumblebee Montessori our main objective is to ensure that your child will enjoy his/
her first experiences away from home, and will go into the world with a natural eagerness
and enthusiasm for learning and life!
The curriculum we offer covers different range of experiences for both full and parttime children. Our curriculum areas cover all areas of the Montessori Learning combined
with the Early Years Foundation Stage. The Montessori curriculum covers five areas of
development of the “whole child”. These areas include Activities of Everyday Living,
Sensorial, Language, Numeracy and Knowledge & Understanding of the World.
Activities of Everyday Living – this area is designed to help children develop a care
for themselves, the environment and each other. Children learn how to do things such
as; pouring, scooping, polishing, folding and sweeping. A variety of transferring and
pouring activities using, tongs, spoons, glass jugs and cups are on offer to further
develop co-ordination, control and help to strengthen fingers enabling to write at a later
stage. They also learn how to dress themselves by using specially designed dressing
frames to practise using buttons, zip fastening and laces to promote independence.
These activities help to develop concentration, order and cleanliness.
Sensorial – the purpose of these activities is to help the child in his efforts to sort
out the many varied impressions given by the sense. They learn the tactile and visual
discrimination of size, width, length and dimension by using materials such as the Pink
Tower, Brown Stair, Knobbed Cylinders etc. New vocabulary is also introduced here (big,
little, thick, thin, etc.) Other activities that enhance visual senses are the Colour Tablets,
and Geometric Cabinet.
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The Montessori Curriculum

Language – the interest in writing for children develops a short time before the interest
in reading. However the skills are so related that they are developed simultaneously.
Sandpaper letters are so important in helping children to learn their letter sounds. They
touch and feel the sandpaper numbers and letters with their writing fingers, then try
to reproduce them in coloured sand, in water, on chalkboard or paper. The children
are also introduced to the phonetic sounds of the letters. They discover that words are
merely sounds put together. Using the Moveable Alphabet, they learn to build words
and later move to building sentences. Writing skills are developed with the Metal Inset
materials, a hand and pencil control exercise.
Numeracy – the mathematical materials provide a fundamental understanding of the
number functions. The children are first introduced to the quantities and symbols.
Children will be able to familiarise themselves with sequencing, grading, sorting,
ordering as well as learning about comparisons, weight, shapes and dimensions.
Knowledge & Understanding of the World (Geography, Botany and Zoology) –
within Geography children learn about the world and other cultures. Children achieve
early understanding of the concepts of continents and countries of the world. They
achieve this by using a colourful set of map puzzles and flags from around the world. We
also ensure that all special cultural and religious events are recognised and celebrated.
Within Botany, the children learn about plants, parts of a flower, tree, leaf etc. They
observe nature all year round through gardening and learning about changing seasons.
They also learn about the life-cycle of animals and physical sciences, such as magnetic
and non-magnetic and exercises of sink and float.
Physical Development – weather permitting all children have access to our podium
garden with outdoor equipment to promote gross motor skills. We also plan indoor
activities which include musical movements and yoga.
Creative Development – to practise fine motor skills, there will be opportunities to work
with different kinds of materials and tools in art and craft activities. Creative play includes
clay and junk modelling, collages, drawing, cutting, sticking activities etc. Other creative
activities; include the use of an art easel which is available daily for all children; weekly
cooking activities; home corner activities where children have the opportunity to take
part in role and imaginative play.
We follow monthly and termly themes and projects where during circle time these are
discussed. This creates an opportunity for the individual child to feel confident to talk
and share their experiences. There is a storytelling time at every session and a dedicated
book corner where children can sit quietly and peruse books at their leisure.
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Sessions
Bumblebee Montessori calendar is divided into three terms. Each term is approximately
10 to 13 weeks. Our Montessori hours are 9 am to 3.30 pm Monday to Friday. Parents are
advised to drop children off between 8.45 to 9 am. Both full and half day sessions are
available. For detailed fees and calendar please see term dates and fees.

Lunch Time
Lunch sessions run from approximately 12.15 pm to 1.00 pm. All children staying during
the lunch period can either bring a packed lunch or order from our weekly school menu.
For the benefit of all children we ask that no sweets, chocolate or canned drinks be
included in their packed lunches. All cutlery, plates and water will be supplied.

Snack Time
During the Montessori session children will take part in preparing snack for the day.
The snack table will offer a variety of fruit, vegetables, water and healthy biscuits or
crackers.

Viewing and Registration
Prospective parents are invited to view the Montessori before registering their child.
Please call the office on 012 599 2004 to make a viewing appointment.
Places are offered according to availability. A non-refundable registration fee of 200 AZN
is required to place your child on the admissions list. Once a space becomes available
a written acceptance by email will be sent to you and a taster session arranged. Places
are offered on a first come first served basis upon registration; however we reserve the
right to give priority to full time applicants and siblings of children already attending
Bumblebee Montessori.

Term Fees
There are three terms per year. Fees are reviewed annually for the start of each year in
September. All fees are payable termly on or before the first day of each term. A child
will have their place withdrawn if fees are not paid promptly. Please note that fees are
not refunded due to absence, sickness or holidays. This also applies to closure of the
Montessori in any event beyond our control. We offer a 10% sibling discount to parents
who have more than one child attending.
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Notice of Withdrawal
A full terms notice, in writing is required before removal of a child, without such notice,
a full term’s fees will be charged.

Key Worker
Upon starting, your child will be allocated a key worker. A key worker is teacher who will
help your child settle into our routine and will be responsible for the overall educational
development of your child.
The key worker to child ratio at the Montessori, for the mixed age group, is one teacher
to every 8 children. All key workers have had training in using the Montessori equipment
and philosophy prior and during their employment.

Settling In Period
Upon starting, a taster session - lasting approx. 1 hour is arranged with you. This will
allow you and your child to meet the key worker so that your child gently settles into the
new environment at his/her own pace. We encourage the parent/carer to stay with the
child for this session if required or until the child is comfortable.

Collection of Children
The Montessori must be informed if anyone other than a authorised person will be
collecting your child. Children will NOT be released to an unauthorised person.
If there any changes to the information on registration form, the parent/guardian must
inform the Montessori.

Behaviour Management
Unacceptable or disruptive behaviour will be dealt with by removing the child from the
situation and diverting the child’s attention to do another activity or task. The teacher
will explain to the child why she/he is not to behave in this way.
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Parent Participation
You play a vital role in your child’s education and we try to maintain a very open
communication with you. At the end of each term you will receive a completed report
from your child’s key worker and are invited to meet them to discuss your child’s progress.
We will also provide a monthly newsletter giving up to date news on events and themes
taking place at the Montessori.

Uniform
All children are required to wear a uniform. Items consist of a white or yellow polo-shirt
with the Montessori embroidered logos.

Our Typical Day
Below is an outline of daily activities, they are regularly rotated to ensure that all children
get a balanced curriculum. Other group activities include Yoga; Cooking; Music and
Movement; Drama and Dance.

Morning Session
08:45
09:00
09:30
11:30
12:00
12:15
12:45

Doors open for arrival
Registration and circle time
Montessori work cycle incorporating arts and craft activities
Outdoor activities
Story time
Lunchtime & quite time
Reading time

Afternoon Session
13:00
13:15
15:00
15:30

Circle time
Montessori work cycle incorporating arts and craft activities
Outdoor activities
End of day

Contact Us
Port Baku Mall | 151 Neftchiler Avenue
AZ 1010 | Azerbaijan
T (012) 599 2004
E montessori@bumblebee.az
www.bumblebee.az
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